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Most of the nation’s wind farms hay

ve been planted west of the

Mississippi River, although the Northeast shows growing interest.
One megawatt of wind can power about 300 homes.
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Turbines lack

support of

Legislators struggle to
OK $3.5 billion to fund
one year of tax credits.
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WASHINGTON — While law-
makers offer numerous proposals
to lower energy prices and slow
global warming, Congress still
hasn’t taken a small step to help
a clean source of power — wind
generators.

Electricity production from
wind farms soared 45 percent last
year and now powers about
4.5 million homes without emit-
ting any greenhouse gases that
contribute to global warming. But
industry representatives say fur-
ther growth is threatened because
a tax credit they rely on expires in
December.

“We're at a situation today
when projects for 2009 are being
put on hold,” said Greg Wetstone
of the American Wind Energy As-
sociation. “Here's something we
can do right now that can have
huge payoffs ... to promote major
greenhouse.gas reductions.”

With the help of the produc-
tion tax credit, electricity gener-
ated from wind increased from
2,600 megawatts in 2000 to 16,800
megawatts in 2007. Supporters
say the tax credit of 2.1 cents per
kilowatt-hour makes electricity
generation from wind, solar and
other renewable sources cost
competitive with natural gas, coal
and nuclear power, Wind genera-
tion continues to be the fastest-
growing sector of green power.

But large wind farms cost tens
of millions to build and take years

‘GANNETT NEWS SERVICE

Congress

to plan and develop. Companies |
need assurance on the tax credit |
now to secure financing to buy
equipment and negotiate prices
they charge for their electricity,
Wetstone said.

Wind power enjoys widespread
support. Even the National Min- |
ing Association, which repre- |
sents coal companies that provide
about half the nation’s electricity,
doesn’t oppose the tax credits,
said spokesman Luke Popovich.

But Congress struggles to fund
aone-year extension that will cost
$3.5 billion to pay wind genera-
tors the credit for 10 years. The
House passed the extension in
May, but the Senate has failed
three times to approve it this
year.

On Tuesday, the Senate failed
again to approve wind power’s
tax credit that was contained ina
larger package of tax provisions.

The most recent proposal
would fund the wind tax credit for
only an additional year, not the
long-term incentive that wind
proponents say is needed to grow
dramatically.

Windmills could provide up to
20 percent of electricity demand
by 2030, up from 1 percent today,
according to an Energy Depart-
ment report released in May. The
renewable power source could
grow rapidly without major tech-
nology breakthroughs and could
support nearly 500,000 jobs by
2030, the report said. X

But failure to pass long-term
tax credits slowed the wind busi-
ness in the past, said Vic Abate,
vice president of renewables at
GE Energy, the largest U.S. man-
ufacturer of wind turbines.





